
Subject – Explorations in Social Studies 11 

Topic – Poverty, Privilege, and Power 

1 
 JusticeEducation.ca                                   LawLessons.ca 
 
 

 

“Being Poor Is…” Statements 
 

Being poor is knowing exactly how much everything costs. 

Being poor is hoping the toothache goes away. 
 
Being poor is knowing your kid goes to friends’ houses but never has friends over to yours. 
 
Being poor is coming back to the car with your children in the back seat, clutching that box of cereal 
you just bought and trying to think of a way to make the kids understand that the box has to last. 
 
Being poor is hoping your kids don’t have a growth spurt. 
 
Being poor is stealing meat from the store, frying it up before your mom gets home and then telling 
her she doesn’t have make dinner tonight because you’re not hungry anyway. 
 
Being poor is not enough space for everyone who lives with you. 
 
Being poor is feeling the glued soles tear off your supermarket shoes when you run around the 
playground. 
 
Being poor is thinking $8 an hour is a really good deal. 
 
Being poor is an overnight shift under florescent lights. 
 
Being poor is people angry at you just for walking around in the mall. 
 
Being poor is not taking the job because you can’t find someone you trust to watch your kids. 
 
Being poor is the police busting into the apartment right next to yours. 
 
Being poor is not talking to that girl because she’ll probably just laugh at your clothes. 
 
Being poor is hoping you’ll be invited for dinner. 
 
Being poor is people thinking they know something about you by the way you talk. 
 
Being poor is six dollars short on the utility bill and no way to close the gap. 
 
Being poor is crying when you drop the mac and cheese on the floor. 
 
Being poor is people surprised to discover you’re not actually stupid. 
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Being poor is people surprised to discover you’re not actually lazy. 
 
Being poor is never buying anything someone else hasn’t bought first. 
 
Being poor is picking the 20 cent ramen instead of the 25 cent ramen because that’s two extra 
packages for every dollar. 
 
Being poor is getting tired of people wanting you to be grateful. 
 
Being poor is knowing you’re being judged. 
 
Being poor is a box of crayons and a $1 coloring book from a community center Santa. 
 
Being poor is a $200 paycheck advance from a company that takes $250 when the paycheck comes 
in. 
 
Being poor is a lumpy futon bed. 
 
Being poor is knowing where the shelter is. 
 
Being poor is people who have never been poor wondering why you choose to be so. 
 

 

 


